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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S. C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after t he mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I) ^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 13 November 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 13 November 2003 is/are: a)ISI accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

(1) page 2, line 9, OEM acronym should be show extended (e.g. PC - Personal 
Computer) at least once; 

(2) page 4, line 20, "andsaid" should be - and said -; 

(3) page 8, line 23, "RMA" should be - RAM --. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 12-14 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

(1) regarding claims 12-14: 

A "printing program" is being recited; however a "printing program" as presented 
in the claims and discussed in the specifications is directed to a signal per se. This 
subject matter is not limited to that which falls within a statutory category of invention 
because it is limited to a process, machine, manufacture, or a composition of matter. A 
signal is a form of energy and a form of energy is non-statutory subject matter. 

(2) regarding claim 16: 
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A "printing job transmission program" is being recited; however a "printing job 
transmission program" as presented in the claims and discussed in the specifications is 
directed to a signal per se. This subject matter is not limited to that which falls within a 
statutory category of invention because it is limited to a process, machine, manufacture, 
or a composition of matter. A signal is a form of energy and a form of energy is non- 
statutory subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claim1-2, 4-6, 8-9, 11-13 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Ota Yuichi (JP 06-247012, see machine translation for all the 
citations). 

(1) regarding claims 1 and 8: 

Yuichi '012 discloses a printing device comprising: 

a printing job receiving unit for receiving a printing job (paragraph [0006], line 2, 
interface data reception); 

a command analyzing unit for analyzing a command included in said printing job 
(paragraph [0006], lines 7-9); 
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a default setup modifying unit for modifying a default setup based on a default 
setup modifying command when said command is said default setup modifying 
command (paragraph [0007], where the default setup is being setting up according to 
the command to change it); and 

a printing unit for printing data to be printed included in said printing job 
(paragraph [0006], line 9, printing means). 

(2) regarding claims 4 and 1 1 : 

Yuichi '012 further discloses a printing job transmission device (paragraph 
[0002], lines 1-5, computer or workstation) comprising: 

a default setup inputting unit for inputting a default setup for a printing device 
(paragraph [0013], where the data its being inputted from the external instrument which 
is a computer or workstation); 

a printing job preparation unit for preparing a printing job including a default setup 
modifying command for modifying the default setup of said printing device to a default 
setup entered by said default setup input unit (paragraph [0012], where inside the 
external instrument is where the job preparation is performed); and 

a printing job transmission unit for transmitting said printing job to said printing 
device (paragraph [0009], lines 1-4). 

(3) regarding claim 5: 

Yuichi '012 further discloses a printing system comprising a printing device and a 
printing job transmission device, which are connected to be able to communicate with 
each other (paragraph [0002], lines 1-5); 
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wherein, said printing job transmission device comprising: 

a default setup inputting unit for inputting a default setup for said printing device 
(paragraph [0013], where the data its being inputted from the external instrument which 
is a computer or workstation); 

a printing job preparation unit for preparing a printing job including a default setup 
modifying command for modifying the default setup of said printing device to a default 
setup entered by said default setup input unit (paragraph [0012], where inside the 
external instrument is where the job preparation is performed); and 

a printing job transmission unit for transmitting said printing job to said printing 
device (paragraph [0009], lines 1-4); and 

said printing device comprising: 

a printing job receiving unit for receiving a printing job (paragraph [0006], line 2, 
interface data reception); 

a command analyzing unit for analyzing a command included in said printing job 
(paragraph [0006], lines 7-9); 

a default setup modifying unit for modifying a default setup based on a default 
setup modifying command when said command is said default setup modifying 
command (paragraph [0007], where the default setup is being setting up according to 
the command to change it); and 

a printing unit for printing data to be printed included in said printing job 
(paragraph [0006], line 9, printing means). 

(4) regarding claims 12 and 15: 
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Yuichi '012 further discloses a printing program (paragraph [0022], "printing 
control program") for causing a printing device to execute: 

a printing job receiving step of receiving a printing job (paragraph [0006], line 2, 
interface data reception); 

a command analyzing step of analyzing a command included in said printing job 
(paragraph [0006], lines 7-9); 

a default setup modifying step of modifying a default setup based on a default 
setup modifying command when said command is said default setup modifying 
command (paragraph [0007], where the default setup is being setting up according to 
the command to change it); and 

a printing step of printing data to be printed included in said printing job 
(paragraph [0006], line 9, printing means). 

Regarding claim 15: computer-readable medium (ROM, paragraph [0024, linel). 

(5) regarding claims 16 and 17: 

Yuichi '012 further discloses a printing job transmission program (paragraph 
[0022], "printing control program") for causing a printing job transmission device to 
execute: 

a default setup inputting step of inputting a default setup for a printing device 
(paragraph [0013], where the data its being inputted from the external instrument which 
is a computer or workstation); 

a printing job preparation step of preparing a printing job including a default setup 
modifying command for modifying the default setup of said printing device to a default 
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setup entered by said default setup input step (paragraph [0012], where inside the 
external instrument is where the job preparation is performed); and 

a printing job transmission step of transmitting said printing job to said printing 
device (paragraph [0009], lines 1-4). 

Regarding claim 17: computer-readable medium (ROM, paragraph [0024, linel). 

(6) regarding claims 2, 6, 9 and 13: 

Yuichi '012 further discloses wherein said printing unit prints said data in 
accordance with the default setup modified by said default setup modifying unit 
(paragraph [0007], lines 5-7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 3, 7, 10 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ota Yuichi (JP 06-247012) in view of Iguchi (US Patent 6,963,414). 

Yuichi '012 discloses all the subject matter as described above except wherein 
said printing unit prints the contents of the default setup modified by said default setup 
modifying unit. 
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However, Iguchi '414 teaches wherein said printing unit prints the contents of the 
default setup modified by said default setup modifying unit (column 1, lines 12-26, 
where the status print is printing a list of various settings). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made that said printing unit prints the contents of the default 
setup modified by said default setup modifying unit as taught by Iguchi '414, in the 
system of Yuichi '012. This is used by a user, developer or person in charge of 
maintenance to check the set items of the printing apparatus and to perform test printing 
(column 1, lines 12-26). 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ta et al. (US Patent 5,500,715) discloses a processor combines 
the first set of printing instructions, the second set of printing instructions and the default 
set of printing instructions so as to compile the final set of printing instructions for 
completing the print job (see abstract). 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lennin R. Rodriguez whose telephone number is (571) 
270-1678. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:30am - 
6:00pm EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, King Poon can be reached on (571) 272-7440. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Lennin Rodriguez 
9/19/2007 




KING Y. POON 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



